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4.R««irX  f  SLiD**0  1  »tH3  ORS. 

I»  CH..RLES  ROX.JD  KRCVLOT  R2C*l,Hdg  of  Sydney  in  the  State  cf  lK»tr  South 
wales,  l-itjclict.l  practitioner,  moke  onish  rx.d  say  as  f cilore  1 

1.  I  was  1X70273  Captain  Charles  Rowland  Bromley  Richards,  A.A.U.C., 
attached  to  2/13  ..ustraliun  Field  Reticent  when  I  become  a  prisoner  of  '..nr 
of  the  jap -nose  at  Singapore,  on  13  February  1942. 

2.  Between  the  30th  July  Jid  3Cth  ..ugust  1943  I  wos  at  80  Kilo  Cump 
(APERQI'G)  with  a  party  of  about  900  ..ustrolions  belonging  to  ro.  3  Branch, 

3»  “hen  we  arrived  thcro,  there  wore  approximately  200  Australians, 

..mcricano,  nd  Dutcla-.cn  belonging  to  no,  5  Eranch  suffering  very  badly  from 
Dysentory,  Bori  Eeri,  jf.laria,  end  Tropical  ulcoro. 

4*  They  wore  ir.  a  hospital  comp  about  300  yards  from  where  wo  wero. 

The  acco:jaodatien  at  this  coup  consisted  of  j.ttap  huts,  which  were  ir.  a 
filthy  condition.  The  huts  were  net  sufficient  tc  keep  cut  the  rain,  ar.d 
the  ncr.  wero  continually  drenched.  There  wero  no  fit  non  in  this  hospital 
comp  to  look  after  the  sick. 

5.  The  averse  deaths  ncro  from  two  to  six  per  day,  :nd  siok  men 
h.:d  to  carry  their  dead  ccr.rados  to  the  craves. 

6.  The  jr.p.ncsc  refused  to  allow  us  to  lcok  after  these  sick  ixin, 
but  we  nanogod  tc  go  down  secretly  and  ex-  aino  them.  They  wero  in  choree 
cf  an  ..noriern  ifcdicul  officer  who  was  not  able  tc  cot  a  proper  ijrip  of  tho 
circumstances. 

7»  The  food  given  to  these  non  cor.siatcd  of  rice  in  very  snail 

quantities. 

0.  The  only  nodical  supplies  wore  secured  by  barter  with  the 

Japanese,  such  as  a  watch  for  a  bcttlo  of  Icdofcri:.  I  believe  that  the 
japtnese  themselves  had  Lxdical  supplies  which  could  have  been  made 
available  for  the  prisoners. 

9,  On  one  occasion  it  was  noccssrjy  for  on  :u-putaticn  tc  be  per¬ 

formed  on  cno  of  these  pationts.  M-jor  Hr  ants  end  1  m-nfgcd  te  have  the 
men  transferred  to  cur  ccu.p  without  tho  knowledge  of  the  Japanese,  but 
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I  during  the  operation  they  found  cut  end  end  watched.  ;o  anuosthizod 
j  the  patient  with  a  oixll  rnxunt  of  anaesthetic,  which  uo  had,  and  uaod  a 
I  hacksaw  for  the  operation, 

10.  The  policy  of  tho  Jcpanoao  Couxxdor  in  th' t  . jea  was  that  whilst 
s.ven  wore  working  they  would  receive  foedt  but  ca  aoon  as  they  beoarx.  ill 
thoy  were  "written  off"  and  uoro  aont  down  to  this  particular  hospital  to 
livo  thero  to  die. 

11.  I  can  itagino  nothing  ncro  appalling  than  conditions  under  whioh 
theso  rxn  lived  and  died,  it  was  in  effect  a  living  norgue. 


SdORIl  bofero  no  ct  Sydney  on  tho  ) 

Fifth  day  of  September  1946.  )  (Signed)  C.R.3.  HICHkHDS. 

(Signed)  d.J.  Iddar  IZLD. 
judge  of  suprei.io  Court  of  ^uoer.alt  nd» 
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